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Recorder Remarks
Hi Folks,

Mailing Address:
Chester County Recorder of Deeds
313 W. Market Street, Suite 3302
P.O. Box 2748
West Chester, PA 19382
Telephone: (610) 344-6330
Fax: (610) 344-6408
Email: RODinfo@chesco.org
Website: www.chesco.org/ recorder
Click "Records
online.

Search"

July 2022

for records

Hours: The office is open Monday
through
Friday
from 8:30 am
to
4:30 pm. Same-day document recording
stops
at 4:00pm. Same-day plan
recording stops at 3:00pm.
Fees: For a full list, visit our website.
For more FAQs and an archive of past
newsletters,
please
visit
www.chesco.org/recorder.

Regarding COVID- 19
Effective
M arch 1,
2022, the
County will no longer require the Health
Screening survey to be completed by
employees and visitors upon entry
to County buildings/ locations. It is
still recommended that visitors wear a
mask, but is not required.
However, if you are not feeling well
or you have symptoms that could be
related to COVID-19, please refrain
from
entering
a County building/
location.

*2022 U.S. Home Affordability Report

We hope this issue of Good D eeds finds you
all safe and well. The heat is on with our
weather but not so much with our home sales
compared to
last year. Rising mortgage
rates that may go even higher, faltering home
sales that are slowing down nationally, a
significant increase in the cost of rentals all
seem to point to the end of the red-hot real
estate market we have experienced in the
recent past. One noteworthy and staggering
statistic
is
that
home
price increases
outpaced wage growth over the past year in over
90% of Pennsylvanian counties, making homeownership out of reach for
many. Again, Chester County may not have slowed down as much as other
areas of the Country, but the decrease is notable.*
In the meantime, we opened this month by celebrating American
Independence on its July 4th birthday. This grand experiment is now 246
years old and, although we have had our ups and downs, we still remain a
beacon of light and hope for the rest of the world. Our history shows that
freedom isn’t free, and we must continually work at this dream our
founders dreamed so many years ago as we strive towards a more perfect
Union. Despite many unique challenges over the years, the citizens of our
great nation continue to persist. As we celebrate Independence, it is important to
recognize the sacrifices, struggles and strengths of those who have come
before us and also consider how we can respect and support one another
going forward as we unite for the good of all Americans and for the future of
our Democracy.
Also, starting this month, in partnership with the Maternal and Child
Health Consortium of Chester County (MCHC), we will be collecting Back-toSchool Supplies at our office location from today through EOB on August
12th! Please consider bringing a donation as this will benefit
underprivileged youth and families of Chester County greatly.
As always, we thank you for your continued support of our department. It is an
honor to serve you, the public, to the best of our ability. We welcome any
feedback to help improve and successfully continue our mission. We wish
you and your families all the best and look forward to providing you with next
month's issue of Good Deeds. In the meantime, Stay Well, Stay Safe, STAY COOL
and Stay Strong.
Please note, you can sign up for future publications on our website if you have
received this in forward.

Chris Pielli, Esq.
Recorder of Deeds

Cont'd on reverse.

Bring your extra Back-to-School Supplies to the Recorder of Deeds

The Recorder of Deeds is serving as a collection point, along with a few other county departments including the
Sheriff's Office, for a Back-to-School Supplies Drive facilitated by the Maternal & Child Health Consortium
(MCHC) of Chester County. We will be accepting donations now through Friday, August 12th, at 4:30 PM.
Please bring your donation to the marked bin located in our front office at 313 W. Market Street in West Chester,
Suite 3302.
Some suggested items are:
Small Backpacks (K through 5th)
Folders
Crayons
Colored Pencils
Pencil Pouches
Safe Sharpeners
Glue Sticks... and more!

We recommend avoiding pencils or binders as other types of items are more needed. Thank you in advance for your
generosity!

What's in a Name?
When a constituent of Chester County wishes to change their own name or the
name(s) of a minor(s) as the child(ren)'s parent or legal guardian, that person must
petition the Court in order to do so. Then, a Name Search of property records from
five years ago to date is required as a part of this process. Our office is one of three
departments that will conduct a Name Search within its respective databases, and the
constituent seeking a name change must contact us in advance of the Hearing Date
to request that the search be conducted.
Thanks to a group of thoughtful Recorder of Deeds all-stars, we have recently
updated the Intake Form which our staff uses to gather initial information about
a Name Search. A new field has been added to this form that is meant to indicate
what the petitioner's name is being changed to, or the new name. We hope that this
will prevent any potential deadnaming. (Deadnaming is the act of referring to someone by their birth-given name rather
than their transitioned name.) On the day of the hearing, before going to the court, the petitioner or their representative
stops by our office to pick up and pay for the Name Search Certificate, or results sheet. Upon pickup, our staff needs to
know the most respectful, appropriate and current way to address the petitioner in person. However, upon filing
the request with us, the petitioner is not required to give us the name they are transitioning to if they are not
comfortable doing so. When filling in this new field over the phone, for example, our staff will now ask, “Would you
like to provide us with the new name you are acquiring, for reference purposes," at which point the customer can
decline. If provided, however, the staff member will notate this in regards to pickup .

Cont'd on next page.

These subtle yet important changes to our internal process and procedure align with Chester County’s ongoing
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion (DEI) efforts and will allow us to better assist these customers in a more compassionate and
sensitive manner. Thank you to ROD team members Marc, Nick and Rob for their conscientiousness of how we could
improve our quality of customer service in this manner. You can view a sample of the revised Name Search Intake Form
with the new field highlighted below.
More Information:
General Chester County Name Change Petition Instructions
Recorder of Deeds' Change of Name Information Sheet

Cont'd on reverse.

Good News — Recorder of Deeds office Successfully Completes Audits
Successful County Audit: 2020
This month, our office completed an internal
County Audit of financial statements of assets
and any liabilities arising from cash transactions, as
well as our
office's
compliance
with specific
provisions of laws and regulations.
The
County
Audit
found
no
deficiencies in internal control, no instances
of noncompliance nor other matters that
are
required
to be
reported
under
Government Auditing Standards.

Successful State Audit:

2018-2021
Our State Audit was completed in early June
for a four-year span covering 2018 through
2021.
There
were
Observations
Comments.

no
and

Findings,
no

no
Oral

I have to submit a Deed with a new legal
description or a legal description that has
changed. What do I need to include?

Bubbles the bulldog is the official mascot of the
Recorder of Deeds and best fur friend to Second
Deputy Erin VanRyn. Bubbles has all the answers to
common questions as well as helpful tips to expedite
your recording process without any major issues.
Woof-hoo!

Recorded
Documents: YTD

Bubbles says... "When a Deed comes in with a new legal
description or new metes and bounds, an attached survey
or new plan is required to record. This is a U.P.I.
Ordinance."
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