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Regarding COVID- 19
The County of Chester is currently
recommending that all employees and
visitors
–
regardless
of
vaccination status – wear masks
while on County property and
while the County is considered in the
Substantial
or
High
transmission levels of COVID-19 as
defined by the Centers for Disease
Control & Prevention (CDC). When the
County has moved out of those levels,
additional
or
revised guidance will
be released.
Effective: August 20, 2021
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Recorder Remarks
Hi Folks,
We hope you enjoyed the previous issue of
Good Deeds and are proud to present our final
issue of the year. Folks, what can we say
about 2021? Honestly, if anyone thought they
were leaving Crazy Town on the last train in
2020, I guess we all bought a round-trip ticket,
because 2021 has
been
another doozy. With
that said, it is time to reflect and take stock of
the
amazing
staff
accomplishments
throughout this challenging year.
First, a special shout-out to one of our own, Jane DelPaggio, who has
announced her pending retirement in 2022 after twenty (!!) years of service. The
Recorder of Deeds will not be the same without Jane. Her knowledge,
dedication, professionalism and companionship have helped make this the best
ROD office in the state. Anyone who regularly visits our Search Room has had the
pleasure of working with Jane. She has set the excellent standard of customer
service that we all strive for and she will be sorely missed. Thank you, Jane!
It has been both an honor and privilege to have served with you. (Please
see more
about
Jane
in
the
below
section
of
this
edition.)
As for the rest of the staff, I can’t say enough good things about their hard
work in what proved to be a year that surpassed last year’s record-breaking
number of recorded documents. All told, our year-to-date (YTD) 2021 figures
are as follows: As of December 21, 2021, the ROD recorded 100,724
total documents. This is an astounding increase from our previous endof-year record 2020 total of 85,067 documents… and we still have four
workdays left to go!Additionally, as of the same date of this year, our office sent
approximately $6,514,532 of much-needed revenue, without delay, to our County
government as compared to $6,118,789 in total for 2020. Based on total
revenue and expenses to date, we are on track to increase the net contribution
to
the
County
by
7.8%
in
2021
over
2020.
Despite this massive workload, we found ways to innovate and implement
various cost-saving measures so that we have revised our Fee Schedule, resulting
in across-the-board reduced filing fees compared to 2020 despite the
recent UPI fee increase! We continue to promote more efficient outcomes and
higher productivity to include the following:
Increased Military Discharge recording for our County Veterans by a whopping
167% from 2020 by initiating extensive outreach events at various county locations
in addition to our successful Veterans’ Breakfast event.

Completed an internal review and bidding process for financial accounts resulting in the transferring of funds to a
more competitive and cost-saving banking institution.
Cont'd on reverse.

Completed at 97% our transition of processing all RTT municipal and school district checks from outdated
and expensive snail mail to direct ACH electronic deposits.
Promoted more customer service-related improvements to include
for recording fees.*

the

acceptance

of

credit

card

payments

and more…
What I stated in last year’s final Good Deeds, I must state again: “I could not be more proud of our
staff and our department's accomplishments during this difficult year. Our mission to serve has not wavered
despite all that 2021 brought to our doorstep. No matter what curve balls that were thrown at us, our staff
always found a way to knock it out of the park. I am reminded of the motto I learned while serving in the
U.S. Army First Infantry Division – 'No mission too difficult, no sacrifice too great, Duty First.' To my colleagues
at the Recorder of Deeds office, I thank you all for reminding me what this means when serving the public during
these trying times.”
As always, we thank you for your continued support of our department. It is an honor to serve you, the public, to
the best of our ability. We wish you and your families all the best during the upcoming holiday season and look
forward to seeing you all in perhaps the beginning of a better, brighter year. In the meantime, Stay Well,
Stay Safe and Stay Strong. Please note, you can sign up for future publications on our website if you have
received this in forward.
*Does not include fees collected for the PA Dept. of Revenue

Chris Pielli, Esq.
Recorder of Deeds

UPI Fee Increase
Due to the unprecedented surge in recorded documents and the accompanying increase in operating costs over the
past two years, the Uniform Parcel Identifier (UPI) Fee for the Chester County Recorder of Deeds
will increase from $15.00 to $20.00 per UPI number beginning on January 1, 2022. Visit our website
for a preview of our printable Fee Schedule brochure reflecting the revised fees for some commonly recorded documents and
other basic information prior to the effective date.
We are happy to report that, despite the $5 UPI Fee increase, overall filing fees have been reduced
over the course of the year due to our elimination of the $6 C AP Tech Fee in March 2021. In
addition, UPI Fees are applied only to recorded land documents whereas the CAP Tech Fee was applied to all
documents. The County's UPI Ordinance was last revised in 2016. The Uniform Parcel Identifier statute for
Pennsylvania is found in 21 P.S. § 10.1. Our continued commitment to excellent service and cost savings to the
public is paramount. The Recorder of Deeds is proud of the entire staff's dedication and "can do"
attitude,
always
resulting
in
exemplary
service
and
fiscal responsibility
despite
these
extremely challenging
times. We appreciate your understanding and cooperation in this change going forward into the new year.

Cont'd on next page.

A Fond Farewell

The Recorder of Deeds office is bidding a fond farewell to one of our beloved
staff members after—count 'em—twenty long years of service to the County of
Chester. Jane DelPaggio has been serving the Recorder of Deeds as a
Recording Technician I and Search Library guru since May of 2001. We made
sure to celebrate Jane's retirement prior to her last day sometime in early
2022 at our in-office Holiday Party on the 21st. Congratulations, Jane, and
enjoy your well-deserved retirement!

Chester County's Deck the Doors Contest
The County revived its classic holiday door decorating contest this year and our office was a force to be reckoned with! A
total of 37 County Departments competed amongst three categories: Traditional, Funniest and Most Original. The ROD
opted for the latter, playing on the concept of property ownership of the North Pole and the everlasting quarrel between
The Grinch and Santa (i.e. "naughty vs. nice"). Judging occurred on Friday, December 17th, by an independent panel
that awarded a prize to the winner of each category. Congratulations to Court Administration, Finance and Pre-Trial
Services for their impressive wins. See the Recorder of Deeds' design below.

In the ROD's depiction, The Grinch and Santa Claus are having a snowball fight at
the North Pole, caused by the successful recording of a Quit Claim Deed
(QCD) transferring interest of the property from The Grinch, its Grantor, to Grantee
Kris Kringle. The design itself sourced or upcycled its materials from office supplies
within the department where possible. There is faux coal suspended above The
Grinch and candy canes over Saint Nick. All the "written" text on the QCD
document has some type of significance to popular Christmas culture.

Cont'd on reverse.

A Real Good Deed – Toys for Tots
We would like to offer our many thanks to those of you who made a donation to our
Toys for Tots collection box from the last few weeks of November through
December 9th. With your help, we ended up contributing over 25 toys to the local
campaign this year, which will spark joy of the holiday season in the lives of
roughly 16,000 children throughout Chester and Southern Montgomery Counties.
Particularly, in recognizing a very "good deed," we would like to make a shout-out
to Cynthia Sherbin, founder of Sophia's Doll Clothes, who contacted us about
donating two whole pallets of brand new, doll-sized toy cash registers, complete
with play food accessories! We connected her to the campaign coordinator for our
region and they were able to link up prior to the deadline to get this large donation
circulated into distribution to the children. Thank you, Cynthia, for your generosity
and compassion!

Recorder of Deeds' Office Holiday Party
Tuesday, December 21st

Cont'd on next page.

Memories of 2021

Memorial Day Cemetery Flag Placement
Ceremony for Interred Veterans
May 26th | Valley Township (Coatesville)

Recognizing LGBTQ Pride Month with the
C ommissioners & DEI Committee
June 8th | Justice Center

Staff Training in Emergency Preparedness & Response
July - September | 313 W. Market St.

Veterans Breakfast
November 12th | Exton

A Review of 2021
The Recorder of Deeds office is pleased to announce its metrics from 2021 as an unprecedented year of success. Last year
alone proved record-breaking in document recording despite the entire nation being ravaged by a once-in-a-lifetime
global pandemic. However, when accounting for the subsequent real estate market boom, 2021 has come out on top.
This particular trip around the sun revealed all metrics as linear, increasing steadily with one another. Though a
market boom led to increased workload which led to increased operating costs, our revenue was still elevated. Please
see our comparative figures below.

2020

2021

Revenue sent to County Gov't

85,067
$6,118,789

100,724
$6,514,532

Military Discharges

42

112

Recorded Documents

Cont'd on reverse.

*Above data for 2020 includes the full year, while 2021 figures are through December 21st.

What is the latest day I can send my
documents to your office to ensure
they are recorded by the end of the year?
Bubbles says... "Due to ongoing delays in mail delivery across
multiple couriers, we cannot guarantee that paper documents sent
to us will be received in time to be recorded prior to the new
year. Unfortunately, e-recording your document at this late hour
cannot guarantee a timely result either.

Bubbles the bulldog is the official mascot of the
Recorder of Deeds and best fur friend to Second
Deputy Erin VanRyn. Bubbles has all the
answers to common questions as well as helpful tips
to expedite your recording process without any
major issues. Woof-hoo!

To ensure a timely "foolpROOOOF" recording, please come
into our office between 8:30am and 4:00pm Monday
through Friday. We are closed on Fridays, December 24th and
December 31st, for the respective holidays. Otherwise, we hope to see
you at our front desk soon!"
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