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Recorder Remarks
Hi Folks,

We hope this issue of Good Deeds finds you all
safe and
well!
Looks
like Summer
is upon as we approach
the
Memorial
Day Weekend.
In
the meantime, our
office continues its busy workload generated by
a fast-paced, explosive real estate market
with historically low interest rates. As such, it has
been another banner month as we have recorded
7,565 documents through May 26, 2021, as
compared to 5,663 total documents during the
month of May in 2020. The beat goes on!
Some things to look forward to next month include our CLE Recorder of
Deeds' Best Practices course & an Online Notary Presentation by Karyn L. Seace,
CELA. The CLE is scheduled for June 3rd, from 12 - 1 pm. We are also proud
to announce the beginning phase of our transition to paperless, electronic ACH
RTT monthly payments to our Municipal and School District partners.

Finally, the Recorder of Deeds Office was proud to help organize and
participate in a Memorial & Flag Placement Event at the Old Evergreen Cemetery
in Valley Township, PA, to give our thanks and recognize the service and
Hours: The office is open Monday
sacrifice of the veterans interred there. This event was a huge
through Friday from 8:30am to
success thanks to the efforts of community volunteers and county
4:30pm. Same-day document
officials. Hats off to our folks in the Facilities and Parks & Preservation
recording stops at 4:00pm. Same-day
departments for a job well done! Thank you to our County Commissioners,
U.S. Congresswoman Houlahan, PA State Representative Dan Williams,
plan recording stops at 3:00pm.
Chairwoman of the Valley Twp. Board of Supervisors Patrice Proctor
and Volunteer Cemetery Caretaker Teresa Graham for attending and
speaking at the ceremony. A special shout out to Bob McGonigle of V.F.W.
Fees: For a full list, visit our website.
Post 287 for helping us identify this cemetery and for playing Taps. Thanks to
Lt. Col James E. Turnbull and the Coatesville Area Senior High School Air
Force JRTOC Cadets and the Sons of Union Veterans Camp #149 for their
For more FAQs and an archive of
fantastic work helping to make this a huge success. In addition, we
past
newsletters, please
visit
thank all of those who attended to help remember these veterans to include
www.chesco.org/recorder.
Coatesville Council Member Jackie Al Amin, Chief Laufer and the Coatesville
Police Department (PD) and the Valley Township PD.

Old Evergreen Cemetery contains the remains of fellow Americans who were segregated against and marginalized. They
now rest in a place that has all but been forgotten but for the efforts of a few local citizens who have refused to let their
memory fade. Those interred served a Country they loved, but one that didn’t always love them back. And yet, despite the
wrongs they faced, they never gave up on America. They never gave up on the dream we are all trying to realize and help
bring about to its true potential and greatness. They served, they sacrificed and they have shown us the true definitions of
the words duty, honor and country that have made this nation the free and the unconquerable United States of America.
As such, we must honor them accordingly and never forget.
As always, we thank you for your continued support of our department. It is an honor to serve you, the public, to the best
of our ability. We welcome any feedback to help improve and successfully continue our mission. Until our next issue, Stay
Well, Stay Safe and Stay Strong. Please note, you can sign up for future publications on our website if you have
received this in forward.
Chris Pielli, Esq.
Recorder of Deeds

Cont'd on reverse.

COVID-19 Update: Search Room Reopening
We are happy to announce, following new restriction guidelines put forth by the National Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), that our Search Room is reopening to the public and customers and title searchers will no longer be
required to make an appointment prior to entering. The Search Room will be open Monday through Friday from 8:00 AM
to 4:00 PM.
All other previous restrictions, including masks and social distancing, will continue in the Recorder of Deeds office until
further notice.

Honoring County Veterans with Memorial Day Coatesville Cemetery Flag Placement

The Chester County Recorder of Deeds and Veteran Affairs departments, along with the Chester County Commissioners
and several community organizations, commemorated deceased veterans and placed flags and markers on their gravesites
at Old Evergreen Cemetery in Valley Township in observance of Memorial Day on Wednesday, May 26th.
Old Evergreen Cemetery (203 Cemetery Rd, Coatesville, PA 19320), formerly known as “Evergreen Colored Cemetery,” was
originally constructed during a time when segregation was still prominent in the United States and thus contains gravesites
solely of African Americans, many of whom belonged to the Hayti community of Valley Township. It was filled to capacity
in the 1960s prior to the founding of the adjacent New Evergreen Cemetery adjacent. Ownership of the cemetery has
remained ambiguous over decades and thus gone abandoned and unattended, except by the Graham family who has
descendants interred on-site and various other volunteers who have done their best to care for the grounds over the years.
The ceremonies began with a brief introduction and welcome by Master of Ceremonies and Chester County Recorder of
Deeds Chris Pielli, followed by the Presentation of Colors by the Coatesville Area Senior High School Air Force Junior
Reserve Office Training Corps (AFJROTC) PA-771 Cadets and the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War Bradbury Camp
#149 while vocalist and Recorder of Deeds’ Special Projects Coordinator Kim Bydlon performed the national anthem a
cappella. Then, a solemn moment as volunteer cemetery caretaker Teresa Graham and Chester County Prothonotary
Debbie Bookman and her daughter (an AFJROTC Cadet) placed a wreath on the site to the sound of Taps played by V.F.W.
Post #287 Bob McGonigle.
Following ceremonies, attendees heard from an array of speakers including U.S. Congresswoman Chrissy Houlahan,
Commissioner and Chairwoman Marian Moskowitz on behalf of the Chester County Commissioners, PA State
Representative Dan Williams (District 74), Valley Township Board of Supervisors Chairwoman Patrice Proctor and
Volunteer Cemetery Caretaker Teresa Graham. The final commemoration featured the spectators, contributors and
participants placing flags and markers on 50 veteran gravesites.

Cont'd on next page.

Photography by Jim Salvas,
Becky Brain & Kim Bydlon.

On behalf of everyone at the Chester County Recorder of
Deeds office, we wish you a safe and peaceful
Memorial Day as we remember and honor
all the fallen heroes who have made the
ultimate sacrifice for our great nation.
“As

we express our gratitude, we must never
forget that the highest appreciation is not to
utter words but to live by them."
– John F. Kennedy
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A Pilot Program: Guardianship Fraud Prevention
The safety and security of our customers is a top priority here at the Recorder of Deeds
office and we utilize a few programs and systems in order to ensure this.
Operation Fraud Guard originated through a former Recorder during their
tenure and has been carried on as a simple way to help prevent property fraud in which
users can register their name to receive an email notification when a document is
recorded with such name.
Read more and sign up for Fraud Guard at chesco.org/3575/Fraud-Prevention-Initiatives.

Beginning last year, however, we partnered with the Chester County Register of Wills & Orphan’s Court to launch a
new pilot program designed to protect incapacitated seniors and disabled citizens of Chester County from any
fraudulent transfer of their property. This allows both our department and the Register of Wills to track and
compare county guardianship orders with proposed deeds and other land documents to ensure an incapacitated
person’s property is not transferred illegally. Data obtained from this pilot program helps quantify elder abuse in
Chester County and is shared with all relevant agencies to help protect our most vulnerable residents from future fraud.
On Thursday, June 3rd, the Recorder of Deeds will lead a Continuing Legal Education (CLE) course from 12 to 1 PM on
the Guardianship Fraud Prevention Program for the Chester County Bar Association's (CCBA) Elder Law branch.
Prospective attendees can register via the CCBA online portal.

Do I Need to Make an Appointment
to Record My Notary Bond?
Bubbles says, "Ruh Ro!" We continue getting many calls about this
and you will glad to hear that the answer is "No!" However, you
must come in before 4:00 PM. Please bring your completed Notary
Bond and attached Power of Attorney as well as a valid Photo ID.
The recording fee for Notaries is $38.50, which can be paid by
credit card as long as the name on the card matches the Notary's
name. Please also make sure the Notary stamp is legible and dark
enough to reproduce.
Bubbles the bulldog is the official mascot of the
Recorder of Deeds and best fur friend to First Deputy
Erin VanRyn. Bubbles has all the answers to common
questions as well as helpful tips to expedite your
recording process without any major issues. Woof-hoo!

Pro Tip: Following your visit to our office, you will have to register
your signature with the Prothonotary for a fee of $4.00. Contact
their office at (610) 344-6300 for more info.
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